Phrasal verbs database

ask aftar

back down

back out
bank on
break down
break out
break out

bring forward

bring in

bring on

bring out

bring up

bring up
call for

call for
call ofi

carry on

carry out

catch an
catch on
catch up with

chase after

ask for news about: Tony was
asking after you and | told him you
werd fine,

stop demanding sth, stop saying
that you will do sthe i seemed asif
the man was going to start a fight
with the manager, but he eventually
bocked down.

decide not to do sth you agreed to
do: But you promised to help me this
weekend - you can't back out now!
depend on sth happening: I'm
really banking on getting that job at
the supermuonket.

stop working (for a machine, etcl:
Thars the third time our car’s broken
down this manth!

escape (from prison): Reports are
coming in that five prisoners have
brofen out of Pentonwood Prison,
start ﬁudtiEnlitfur a war, firg, e1c):

It seems that the fire broke out in the
kitchen,

change the dateftime of an event
s0 it happens earlien Becouse of
recent events, the meeting has been
brought forward to the ;‘3‘
introduce a new law or system: The
government are planning to bring in
a faw banming hunting.

cause (an illness, etcl: Being out in

the fog always brings on my asthma,

produce and start to sell a new
ﬁ-rl:r-d uet: Oid you hear that REM
ave fust brough! out o new album?

look after a child until he or sha
becormes an adult; Both Sarahs
parents died when she was young
and she was brought up by her
grandrmother

stan discussing a subject: [ hate
ta bring it up, but da you have that
MOoney you owe me’

require, need: The manager sald
that the situation calfed for some
difficult decizions,

demand. The farmers are calling for
aisistance from the government.

cancel: ] hope they don' call the
cancert off because of this rain.

continue: You cﬂg an painting this
wertl and [N go and ger sorme more
brushes,

perform an expenment, etc: The
imvestigators fawve been carrying
oUt tesis an the pieces of plane
recovered alter the accident.

become popular or fashionable;
You Ereen hair is great, but | don't
think it'l catch on!

understand: Greg is really clever
and always catches on in class very
Lkl

reach the same point/level as:/ran
a little faster ta try to catch up with
the others.

follow sb/sth quickly in arder ta
catch them: The shopreeper ran
out of the shop and chased after the
shoplifter as he rmn down the street.

check in

check out

check out

clearup

close down

come (ajround

come (alround ito)

COMme Across

come by

come down with

come forward

coamie into

come off

come an

caifrie out

come round/to

come up with

count on

LRSS out

cut down (on)

cut off

E?_giifer at a hotel or an;:iff]?f?rt.
ive me your passport a goto
the desk m.rheckif:_
leave a hotel: Al guests must check
out by migday
investigate: Let's check out that new
website Bil was talking obout.
become brighter and better (for
weather|: Ifit doesn't clear up, ther
I'm afraid we may have to cancel the
face
stop operating {for companies):
What is the government doing
about the fact that dozens oflocal
brrsinesses are closing down every
maonth?
happen again (for reqular eventsk:
Chrrﬁr:m 00N comes around
doesntit!
hF_: persuaded to change your
mind {about]: Thet's @ good paint.
Maybe I'm coming round to your
way of thinking.
find sth or meet sb ij?' chance: |
carme acrass some ol ﬂhﬂrd?'mphi
wihile Iwis clearing owt my desk.
get sthy especially sth that is hard
to get; How did you come by that
painting?
start to suffer from a minor iliness:
fter heing ot in the storm, Alice
came gown with o cold,
offer help or information: After the
palice appealed for help from the
public, a number of peopfe came
Fforward with wseful informaton,
inherit: At the age of eighteen, Roger
suddenty came inta o fartune.

succeed: Well f think it's a stupid
p:‘::;r: and I'll be amared if ft comes
o,

develop or make progress; Your
plano fkﬂ.-'l'.rh_:} is reaify coming on,
ISt it

start to he broadcast: That quiz

sh mu::m woried to watch comes
o in haff an hour.

be published: [ con't wait until the
next Herry Potter Book comes oul,
bacome conscious: After a worrying
few myinutes, Sean started to come
round and apened his eyes.

think of (an idea, a plan, etch Whe
o your think carme up with the idea
of the bicycle?

rely an, trust: Don't worry - you can
counton me io help if you need iL.
draw a line through sth written:
Danny realised that hed made o
spelling mistake and crossed the
word out.

do less of (smoking, ete): Ifyou can't
give up smoking, you could ai feast
try o cut down.

reduce an amount of: My dactor
has advised me 1o cut down on fat.
make 3 Elau-: difficult or
impassible to enter, leave or
communicate with: The snow

meant that the villoge was cut off
for over o manth,




cut off
cut off

dawn on

deal with

die down

do away with

doup

do without
drawup
dress up

drop in {on)

drop off
drop off

drop out (of)

drown out

face upto

fall for
fall for

fall out (with|

feel upto

stop the supply of sth; When we
mowve, don't forget to tell them to cur
the water and eiectricity off.

disconnect: I wos tafking to Gordon
on the phone when we were
suddenly cut off.

if something dawns on yau
Yo madisenﬁ for the first time

it suddenty dawned on me rhat
Sharon loved Oscar and that was
why she was behaving so strangely.
handle, cope with: My job maostly
invalves dealing with complaints
from members of the public.

become less noisy, powerful

or active: The actor walted for

the laughter to die down before
cantinuing.

get rid of: ! think they shrould do
away with dowble veliow lines and
Just ter people park where they want
o,

e pair, paint or improve: You showld
hﬂl}fg}-m house done up before you
sell it.

live without (sth you can't afford):
If there’s one thing | could never do
without, it's my mobile phane.
credate (plans etc): The archirect
started ro draw up the plons for the
NEW OUSE,

j:llbt on fancy or unusual clothes:

used to love dres:r:'ngf up inmy
mum’ clothes when | wos o little girl.

visit unexpectedly: | hope you don't

mind me ping it an you iike this,
only | was just passing and | thought
we could have a quick cup of coftee.

lzt sameone get out of a vehicle;
Let’s get the taxi driver to drop us off
outside the supermarket.
fall asleep: After a lang day ot work,
Henry dropped off in front of the TV,
leave school, etc before you have
finished a course: Doves parents
were very disappointed when he
dropped aut of university.
Ereuent a sound from being heard
making a louder noise: The
auls from the oudience drowned

the pofitician out and no one cowld
hear a word he was saying.

accept sth and try to deal with

it: ¥our need to face up to your
responsibilities.

fall in love with: Romeo really fall for
Juliet when he first kissed her.
believe (a lie/trickjoke. etc):  toid
Sarm rhar we had the day off school,
and he fell for it!

have an argument with and stop
being friends: Pamels hasn't spoken
ta her father since they fell out eight
VEGQrs ago.

feel well engugh 1o do: ! know |
should go to the gym today, but |
don’t really feef up toir,

fill in
find out

flick through

get (sb) down

get along (with)

get at
get away with
get back

get by

get on (with)

get on for

get on with
get over

get round to

get through

getupto

give away
give away

give in

give off

give up

add intformation in the spaces on a
document; ust filf in this form ond
then hand it in at reception.
discover information, etc: 've
always wanied to find out more
about the ancient Egyptians.

turn and look at the pages of

a magazine, etc quickly: | was
Micking through a magazine when,
suddeniy, | saw a pholograph of the
man whe had stolen the money!
make sh feel sad or lose hope: This
rainy weather reaify gets me down.

have a good relationship {(with): |
dan't know wihy, but [ don't really get
afong with my girifriend’s parents.
try to express: Theman pointed

af his shoulder, but | coudn’t
understand what he was getting at.

escape punishment far: The police

ised that the thieves would
not be allowed to get away with the
rotwbery.

return from a EI|3CE'. When did you
get bock from holiday?

manage ta survive [financiallyl
ldon't make a huge ﬂmclunm¥
marey, but we get by,

have a good relationship (with);

I get on with most of my teachers

- except Mr Mifls!

be almost a particular time,
numibser, age, etc: 'm not sure what
time it (s, but it must be getting en
far mifdnight.
continue doing: filf had funch and
then got on with revising for her
EXEOME.

recover from (an iliness, etch: It took
Mary a long time to get over her
ihiness.

start (after Ellf?‘!“nhg ta do sth for a

kang time): When do you think you'll

5&[‘ rgur:d to fixing the bathroom
oor

use all of, finish: / can't believe we've
gof throwgh ten pints of mitk ina
ekl
do; do sth you should not do: My
brotherand ! used to get up to lols
of things owr parents didn't know
about when were poung.
?i'.re free of charge: Did you hear
har they're giving away free lickels
e the concert fonight?
reveal sth you are trying to hide:/
know you haven't seen the film vet
wo f won't give the enaing oway.
stop making an effort 1o achieve
sth difficult: | coufdn’t finish the
crossward, s0in the end | gove in
ard had a loak at the ansivers.

produce sth such as heat ora
smell: The fridge gets hot next to the
cooker because the cooker gives off
a lot of heor.

stop doing sth you do regularly: (
gave the piano up about a year ago
and started playing the quitar.
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QO away
go down {as)

go in for

go in for

go into

go off

go off

go off
Qo on

go/come round

grow on

grow out of
grow out of

grow up

hand down

hand in
hand out

hold up

hold up

go on holiday: We go away e
summer, and this year we're thinking
about Russia,

be remembered for having done
something: Churchill went down as
O greg! war-time leader.

enter (@ competition, etcl: You

showld go in lor the tolent contest
they re holding at the youth club this
weekend,

like: | could never go in for
windsurfing. It’s just not my kind of
spart.
deal with sth in detail: The head
teacher asked me to go to the school
{0 talk obout Alexanaers behaviour,
but she wouldn't go into it on the
phone,
be no longer fresh: Mifk goes off
quickly if you don't put it in the
fidge

explode; be fired (for a ggn,
usually accidentallyl: A bomb went
off cutside the Syrian embassy in
Londan today, injuring five peanie.
stop liking: Wil used to really like
jozz music, bt he's gone off it lately.
continue happening or doing sth:
Even though everyone said they had
heard it, Carof went on teifing t
joke
do sth after doing sth else: He
started by criticising me.and then
went on to offer me promation!
repeat or think about again in
order to understand completely: I'd
like to begin by going over what we
did In last week’ fesion.

o/come to sbs house 10 visit
therm: We were wondering of you'd
fike to come round for dinner one
night this week,
if sth grows on you, you start o
like it more: I didn't like reality TV at
first, but it reafly grawes on you after
a while,
develop from: My ambition to be g
computer programmer grew our of
playing compurer games.
becorne too big for: Tracys grown
out of her shoes so we'll have to buy
hersome new ones,

become older:Id fike ta be a bus
driver when | grow up,

give something valuable to your
children or grandchildren, usually
when you die: This necklace

was handed down te me by my
grandmather

Ive to a person in authority: / rook
the waliet | had found and handed it
in at the police statiorn,

?ci:ue things to people in a group:
hnnie, please hand these out fo

everyome i the class,

rob while thraatening violence:

Two men held up a security van

today and then escaped on

motorbikes.

delay: I was held up in a tralfic jom.

1

j@inin

keep on
keep up with

knock out

knock out

leave out

let down
let off

let off
line up
live on

look after
look down on

look into
look out
look round

look up to

look up

make off

make out

make out

make out

panicig-eate. take part: You'll feel
rmuch better if you foin in, instead
F-' just watching everyone else have
wr,

continue doing sth:/f you keep on
being late for work, you're going to
be in rouble with the manager,

stay at the same point/level as:
Gordan walks sa fast that no one
can keep up vith him!

defeat and remove from a
competition: Stewve Wilion, the
British number one, has been
knocked out afrhtﬂﬁﬂgen tennis
championship by Peter Collingwood,
make unconsclous: When | fell off
my bike, my head hit the ground ond
| was completely knocked out for
about five minutes!

not include; Iif vou don't like
cinnaman, then simply leave it out
and add sugar ta the apples insteard.
disappoint: Voters feel really et
down by the gavernment.
gl;;re little or no punishment:f can't
ieve thot the teacher gt Ben off
with just a warning!
make a bomb, etc explode: e
caveful if you're going to ler off those
freworks,

?Eﬂjm into lines: The soldiers all
e up, ready to be Inspected by
the officer.

use as a source of money, [ wanted
the job, bul fwouwldn't be able 1o live
o1 the salary.

take care of. Could you look after
my cat while I'm on holiday?

think that you are better tham: It
annoys me the way Vera looks down
o other people.

inveau?ate: Paolice are fooking into
the theft.

be careful: Look out! You're gofng to
fail!

examine (a place): We fnoked roumd
the house but decided that it was
too expensive for us.

admire and respect: Fve always
inored up to my eider brother
because he never gives up,

try to find information in a book
or lisy, atc: Aust a second - 1l look
Ergé?r’s number up in the phone

escape: it seems that the burglars
made off without being seen
dressing as postmen.

ﬁretend that something s true:
eil tried to moke out that he'd won
the lottery, but we all knew It wasnT

frue,

see hear ar understand sh or
eth with difficulty: Someone was
warving ot me in the distance bt |
coulcan T make out who it was.

write all the necessara.- information
on a cheque, etc: Could you please
make the chégue out to 'Eurofinance
Lirmted?
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make up

make up

make up

make up for

make/head for
name after

narrow down

pass away

pass out

pick on

pick up

plugin

pop in(to)

pull in

pull out

pull through

put by

put down

put down

put down to

become friends again after an
argument:  had an argument with
my best friend, but we soon made
L.

imvent an explanation, excuss, sic:
As | got to school, F knew that | would
Iflm ve to make up an excuse for being
are

create a story, poem, etc Leg
made up o peem about the English
teacher,

provide sth good, 5o that sth bad
seems less important: When the
concert was cancelled my dad look
us to the cinema to make up for it.
go in the direction of: It started

fo rain so we made for a nearby
farmbouse

glve sb or sth the same name as sb
or sth else: My dad named his boat
after his grandmother,

reduce the number of possibilities:
I still haven't decided which
university to go 1g, but I've narrowed
it dowen fo about faur.

die: | was sarry to hear that your
grandfather passed away.

suddenly become unconscious: /it
wias s hot that several mermbers of
the crowd passed out and had to be
taken to hospital,

k treating someone badly or
u?&elgirlf: fts f?u{ fair when snn%euf
the bigger boys pick on the little
orres,

ctop in a vehicle to give someona a
lift: Ml pick you up from owtside your
house and we'll drive inte town,
connect to the electricity supply:
lcouldn't understand why the
vacuurn cleaner wasn't working and
ther | realised [ hadn't plugged it in.
visit quickly or for a short time:
Mum popped into the cake shop to
get something for after dinner

stop by the side of the road in

a car: Could vou just pull in for

a second so that | can buy some
chewing gum?

stop being involved in an activity:
The other comparny pulled out of the
deal at the last minute.

survive (a sericus illness, etc): The
doctors were really worried about
Simon, butin the end he pulled
throvwgh,

save an amount of money for the
future:/ try to put a little by each
month for emergencies.

criticise, make someone feel
stupid: | wish you wouldn't kee
putting me down in front of other
people!

kill (a sick/old animal): We used to

have a harse, but he feil and broke
his feg so he had to be put down.

suggest that sth ks the result of: The
minister put the recent ecomnamic
probiems down to the rise in oil
prices,

put forward

put off
put off
put on
put on

put out

put through
put up with
run into

run out of

run ovear

sail through

save up (for)
see off

seg through

see through (to)

sed to

satin

set out

set out

suggest: A number of suggestions
were put Farward during t

meeting but none of therm were very
seful.

tlelay, postpone: Wendy tofd me
rrm_r%he wedding has been put off
until next fanuory,

make sh not want to do or not like
sth: Mve never tasted blue cheese
becouse the smell hos ohways put
e oif.

gain (weightk! put on 50 much
werght over Christmos!

hold, perform (a show, play, etc):/
read that they're putting Macbeth
on at the Luwvies Theatre,

make something stop burning:
I'rm afraid you'll have to put vour
cigarette out befare you enter the
building.

cannect by phone: [T just put
you through to the supervisor, Mrs
Edwrards.

tolerate: You have to put up with a
fot in this job, but it's worth it in the
end,

meet by chance: YouTl never
guess who [ ran info in town this
afternoon!

not have any left: l'm ofrmid we've
ro oul of tme so ld fike to thank
my guests and | hope we'll see you
next week on Discussion Time,

hit with a car; Andrea was run over
outside her house and she’s been
taken to hospital,

do someathing or deal with
something very easily: With o
litthe bit of revisron, you should sail
through the exsam

save money litthe by littke (for a i
specinc purpose): 'm saving up for
my holidoy Iﬁ?ndr'u.

g0 L0 & train station, elc 10 see
someane leave: We all went fo the
bus station to see Grandma off.
recognise that sth is not true and
naot be tricked by it: The guard saw
through the woman’ disguise and
immediately arrested her,

continue énr help to continue|
to the end of sth unpleasant

or difficult: 'm not enjoying my
computer course any more, but Il
see it through ra the end.

deal with: Could you answer the
door while | see to the baby?

start and be likely to continue fora
while (for rain, winter, an economic
depression, etcl: Many birds fiy
south before winter sets in.

explain, describe or arrange sth

in a clear and detailed way: | liked
your camposition, but | think you
need to 501 wolr ideas out mare
clearly by using paragraphs.

start working on sthin order ta
achleve an aim;in the beginning,
we sef aut b build o successiul
company, but we never expected (o
become millianaires.
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et oulioff

setto

setup

settle down

settle down

show [ajround

show off

slow down

speed up

stand for

stand for

stand in for

stand out

stand up for

take aback

take after

take down

take in

take off

take aff

take off

start a journey:As the sun rose, we
took dawn our tents and set out
across the desert.

start doing sthin a determined or

Fnthusaastlc mw: We anl'lj;l}i:ada few
raLrs fo get riy regdy so we

SET 10 work qutf.rfr. %

start (a business, organisation, etcl:
You're such a good cook that | think

you shouwld set up a restaurant.

become calm after being upset,
etc: When his mum left him at
school on the first day, Charlie was
g‘mh‘ upset, but he soon settled
owm and started to enjay himsell

stay inone place or get married
and live qu:et}-?':Ehf soent her
fwenires fravelling round the world
and then settled down In a guict
willage in Sussex,

take sb on a tour of a place: Let me
show you round the garden.

Lry 10 attract people’s attention
and make them admire you
(sually used negatively): My sister
thinks shes a good singer and she's
always showing off when people
come (o visir,

decrease speed: The train started
to slow down as it opproached the
sration,

increase specd: ! realfsed that |
rmight not have enough time to
finish the exom so | started 1o speed
L,
represent (for abbreviations and
symbols): BEC stands for British
oadcasting Corporation;
put up with: f wowldn't stand for it if
someone spoke that rudely 1o me.
do sb's job for them while they are
not available: Mr Howard will be
i:’]ﬂ:id;:;'lg i e Mrs O'Connell while
nesli

be easy to see because of being
different: Mally has bright red hair,
£0 she alwagys stands outin a crowd!

suppart inan argument or fight: !
know that my best friend will always
stand up for me.

surprise usually in passive voice):
We were all taken aback by the
Mews,

ook or behave like an older
relative: Gearge really takes after his
grandfather, doesn't he?

write down what someone says:
Could | just teke down your details?
trick sb into believing sth that

15 not true: The mon at the door
claimed to be a policeman, but the
ofd warnan wasn't takee in.

become successful or pgﬁeuiar very
fast: The iPod has reaily taken off
over the last couple of years.

leave the ground: As the plane took
off | looked down art the houses
below us.

remave (a piece of clothing): Cord
took off his coat and starred to
warmm himself by the fire,

take on
take on
take over

take to
take to

take up
take up

tear down

tear up
think over
throw away
try on

try out

turn down

turn into
turm off

turm out

turn over

turn round

turn up

wear off
weaar out

work out

start to Emplogé Theres so much
wark to don the office that maybe
we thould take on a secretary.
accept {work or responsibility):
thaven't got time to take on any
more projects ar the moement.

take controf of (a business, etc):
When Mr Barker retived his daughter
took ower the family busingss,

begin to like: The class took ro Mrs
Openshaw straight away.

start }as a habit): I've taken to going
for a five-mile run every morning.

start (a hobby, sport, etc): Why don't
you take up a hobby, like callecting
something?
fill an amount of space/time:
Studying takes up mast of my time
at the maoment.
destroy or remove {for buildings,
statues, etcl: That beautiful old
buriiding was torm down to moke
way for a new supermarket,
rip into pieces: Robin suddenly
grabbed the letter owt of rmy hend
aid tore it up,
consider: When | asked Theresa 1o
marry me, she said she'd have to
think it over,
get rid of discard: The CDwouldn't
play any mare, so | threw it away.
put on (a piece of clathing) to
see how it looks and whether it
fits: Debra tock the skirt into the
changing room to try it an.
experiment with: England need to
try out a few new players befare the
rid Cup starts.

rot accept (an offer, request, etc):

I oppiied ta join the Alr Force, bur
they turned me down because of my
Eyesight.

change into sth different: It started
as the holiday of a KFfetime hut soon
furred into g nightmare

stop a machine working: Would
you please turn that stereo off and
get your homework done?

develop in a particular way or have
a particular result:| was late for the
interview, but it turned ot all right
in the end and | got the job.

turn a page so that the other side

is towards you: If you all turn aver,

you'll see a rable that shows how

sales have gone this year.

?i:- back in the opposite direction:
realised I'd forgetten mgtfhnﬂe ol

turned round and went back to get

] #

appear unexpectedly or without

making a firm arrengement: Victor

hadn't been invited 1o the party but

he fust turned up anyway.

stop being effective (fora drug,

etc): My arm started to hurt again as

the cffects of the painkiller wire off.

become old and unusable:/ had to

gel a new pair of freiners becouse

my ld pair hod worn out,

find the solution to a problem, etc:

If you ook at the context, mayhe you
can work out what the word megns.




